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Group outside the ‘ecording s*udins at Hayes, “liddx, The three
men towards the rigtt.are Will Gainsberg, Arthur Nikisch the
conductor, and L.G.sharpe the imrressario.
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This column is devrted, this issue, to Members subscriptions. Some
menbers appear to’ have overlooked their annual subscriptions. He
do try to remind mémiers when theirs' is due but this is no small
task and sone. remindes’s @we not sent. If you have not sent yours
yet and sti1) wish to have the nagazine delivered, please send it
as soon as posgihle. [t rfally would be a help as subscriptions fall
die at irregular times due <o the fact that menbers enrel throughout
the year. Secondlys.? quick 'fdank you' to all the members who wrote
in wishing us luck jn-our new uffice.

: . : q 6
by Leonard Petts.
The illustration {opposite-belo) shows & vecerd Tabel which must

surely be counted amongst the select few enmitied to be thought of
as the rarest in the world.

Its issue resulted from a Middle Eas{ recarding Loy hy the Hampes,
who on Jan. 16th, 1906, right at the enfi o) the vebe’ding sessions
in Persia, recorded the voice of His Impeiidi)Majesty Mruzaferedin
Chah, the Shah of Persia.

It is known that five records were made of tiie Shah's voice. Two of
these were signed by him. Une of the signed and twe of the other
records had to be repeated.
vetails of the records:-
(1) Serial Mo 968 - original spoilt
(2) Serial Wo 969 - without signature - issued on GC 2-11002
(3} serial Ho 970 - with signature - issued on GC 2-11000
(4) serial Hlo 971 - with signature - issued on GC 2-11001
(5) Serial No ? - not issued

Jeontinued
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The signed records carried the Shah's signature at the top of the
centre area. Since part of this area would have been covered by the
use of the regular round label a special 'square type' (33"x4"}
label was used.

The colour chosen for the label of the Shah's records was Pale Green
similar to that then in use for the 5" Zonophone records and almost
identical to that used for the Tamagno records when they were trans-
ferred to Pald Geeen a year later in 1907. The printing was in gold
bronze. Since the labels carried a considerable volume of copy in
the vernacular, <ng choice of the 'square type' label, giving a
larger area for'waCond details, was quite apt. The label being de-
signed, incidentiedlyciay Joseph Berliner. Record GC 2-11002 contains
laudatory remarks byl the,Shah on the excellence and superiority of
the Gramophore The GrandsVizier, who follows the Shah, says that
the 'big indlrument brouafl .up to the Palace by Monsieur Pick (of
London) is thd finest [ have gver seen"...Surely to have such august
personages decluring, the merits of\your products on & record that
may be played over 7ind over again, ind one, morecver, which is sold
to the public in the fisrmal wayNis/creative salesmanship indeed. Of
course the Company had offen employz¢ the words of praise by famous
peaple in their advertisingnaterial ‘ard.some of the Gregorian Records
made in 1804 'sang' the praises of the(grimophone, but here was a
real Royal personage, one of syuth standing that it was decided that
his records should not appear fo"the normed’Pewsian catalogue for it
was considered that "it was not Zdvisable that/ these records should
be included in a catalogue of recerds by nownal aptistes".

In fact the records were not authorised Tor sale.wntid February
26th, 1909 by which time the speaker had died.

It is interesting to note that, despite the’ Flench insCription, the
recards were pressed in RIGA, where, at the"tile, all récgrds for
Persia and Turkey were manufactured.

- * * *
Don'1
YOUR MACHINES & HOW TIIH'A WORK 8y atan Tuthin,
Ho mere mortal could ignore the postbag of complaints following my
April article. To placate the patient readers is now my task. It
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